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Abstract : The Street children survive in a constant fear 
of the unknown. Every day comes with its attendant 
unique difficulties, ranging from hunger, molestation, 
security risk, rape and illiteracy. Street children have 
been existing for some couple decades all over the 
World. The vulnerable lifestyle they live, constitute a 
major socioeconomic, psychological and cultural set 
back in the society they exist, which invariably affects the 
nation at large. The absence of parents or a close family 
member, makes them prone and attractive to adult 
criminals, who involve them into deviant activities. This 
paper shall seek to examine the factors affecting the 
safety of the street children in Nigeria and proffer some 
possible solutions.. 
Keywords: Street Children, Safety, Poverty, 
Nigeria.   
Introduction  
Nigeria has been associated with frequent crises of 
religious, political and ethnic divide, impairing the 
efforts of economic development, democratisation, 
national unity and stability. The connection 
between ethnicity, religion and conflict in Nigeria, 
has negatively affected the youth who are the tools 
of such violence, more especially the street children 
(Canci and Odukoya 2016). The issue of street 
children has been an old observable fact. The large 
congestion of the poor people around the world is 
in the developing countries of Africa, Latin 
America, Asia and Eastern Europe. Their daily 
ultimate goal depends on the capacity to put food 
on their tables, get access to accommodation and 
other essential needs. Street children live under 
severe starvation, epidemics diseases, food 
shortage and civil war. Street children are also 
visible in the developed nations like the United 
States of America, Canada and Japan. 
Nevertheless, the factors responsible in sending 
them to the streets differ from one country to 
another. Wright et al (2007) observed that poverty 
is the main reason of the increase of the destitute 
and children to the streets to find cover and make a 
livelihood. There is a huge connection involving 
poverty and the street children. Previously, the 
street children were associated with the type of the 
labor they do to make a living. They were 
addressed as the rag pickers, shoe shiners, janitors 
and hawkers. On the other hand, with the existing 
global awareness in the governmental and non-
governmental institutions, the children are being 
recognized as an outstanding unprotected group 
that deserves special attention, security and 
intervention (Shelter 2015).  
Street children signify a distinctive group of 
helpless and marginalized members of the 
community. The projected population of the 
World’s street children, given by the United Nation 
Organization, (UNO) stands at 150 million, and the 
number is ever-increasing daily. (Abro 2012). One 
exceptional feature of the street children is their 
untidy looks, felony, and living in insanitary 
location), but the circumstances leading to the 
streets, vary in the locations, civilization and social 
values. Scholars, like Tufeiru (2016), Phineas 
(2014) Vojdani & Tezerni (2016), have undergone 
some researches on the street children from 
dissimilar viewpoints, whereas, the outcome 
expedites negative state of affairs on their 
socioeconomic, ethical and psychosomatic 
development. 
Conceptual Clarifications 
Safety  
Safety is the status of being "secure" the state of 
being cosseted from harm and other undesirable 
outcomes. Safety might also denote to the 
monopoly of the recognized hazards in order to 
attain a satisfactory stage of security. Safety is the 
state of a “steady condition” of an assemblage or 
place doing what it is supposed to do. “What it is 
supposed to do” is recognized in terms of 
community codes and values, associated 
architectural and engineering designs, corporate 
vision and mission statements, and outfitted plans 
and policies of human resources. For any 
institution, place, or task, big or small, safety is a 
normative notion. It complies with situation-
specific definitions of what is anticipated and up to 
standard (Oakes, 2009). According to Engstorm 
(2012), there are four types of safety which 
includes: 
i. Normative safety 
Normative safety usually refers to the industrial 
physical normalcy, the safety of the machinery, 
products and the outcome of the relationship on the 
users. It is a condition that makes a design or 
product to meet a reasonable standards and 
expectations of the end user.  
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ii. Substantive safety 
Substantive or purposeful safety refers to the 
human access to the risk or danger free situation, in 
a given time, whether or not the expected standards 
are met. Substantive safety is the safety mankind 
planned to protect his home, vehicles, community, 
country and the world at large.  
iii. Perceived safety 
Perceived or skewed safety connote to the feelings 
of ease  by the users' of certain products and 
machinery, with maximum level of comfort and 
perception of risk, regardless of  safety history. 
Thus there is no certainty to wither the perception 
of the safety could be achieved in the end run.   
iv. Low perceived safety 
Low perceived safety refers to the emotional trait 
safety. In this, the safety perception has  trace of a 
negative occurrence in the past, and invoke the 
precaution measures to deter the future happening. 
Nigeria 
A country in Saharan West Africa, with 182 
million human population,  has a total area of 
923,768 KM
2, making it the World’s 32nd- largest 
country after Tanzania World meters (2017). It has 
the same size with Venezuela, about twice the size 
of California. The country shares border with Niger 
republic in the North-West, Chad in the North-East, 
Cameroun to the South-East and South-South, and 
the republic of Benin in the South-West. Nigeria 
lies between latitudes 4
0
 and 14
0 
N, and longitudes 
2
0 
and 15
0 
E. It is on the Gulf of Guinea, in the 
Atlantic ocean,. It has 36 states with a capital 
territory. The country runs a democratic secular 
state system. There are six geopolitical zones in the 
country which are; South-South, South-East, 
South-West, North-Central, North-East and North-
West and is gifted with copious natural possessions 
like crude oil, cocoa, timber, rubber, gold, zinc and 
columbite. Nigeria is the sixth largest producer of 
crude oil. There are over 450 languages in Nigeria 
(Eze et al 2014).  
Factors Affecting the Safety of the Street 
Children   
The street children happen to be at the receiving 
end of any civil unrest, such crises include; 
Poverty, ethnic rivalry, political quagmire, inter 
and intra religious conflicts and political 
hooliganism. Due to their easy access, the children 
are hired with a little sum of money to launch 
physical attack against the sponsor’s target, with or 
without a convincing reason for doing so. 
 
 
Poverty 
Poverty has been generally accepted to be the main 
reason for street children as stated above. The 
children lack all the necessary needs like food, 
shelter and clothes. They indulge in so many 
activities just to get what to eat. Some of them 
engage in the hard labor, others beg on the streets, 
the motorists, and pedestrians (Hoechner 2014). 
Nigerian street children are in the midst of the 
approximated 2/3 (two thirds) of the World’s 
gluttonous people that resides in some areas of Asia 
and Africa Borlaug (2007). The persistent food 
shortage, take the precedence of approximately 800 
million people yearly. The pastoralist and the 
peasants are the most affected group. Nigeria, 
along with other countries I Africa battles with a 
delicate echelon of lack of food and poverty. This 
can be attributed to the absence of automated 
agricultural system. People cling to the old farming 
system, which usually bring about diminutive farm 
produce, and eventually cause famine. Gwanyeba 
(2016), Jungudo & Ani (2014), Hoechner (2013) 
and Thorsen (2012), posits that street children 
tolerate the scarcity and absence of meals. They 
can eat once or twice a day, and for the worst, they 
can spend days without having a solid food. They 
can eat any foodstuff they get no matter how bad 
the food might seem to look or smell, because they 
have no option but to put something into their 
stomach.  
Ethnic and Religious Conflicts 
Ethnic and religious conflicts have scared Nigeria 
for a longer period. The clashes between Christians 
and Muslims throughout the country have brought 
about anxiety about the stability of the country 
Nigeria. There have been over 200,000 losses of 
lives due to religious, ethnic and political violence. 
This constant conflict is gradually weakening the 
Nigerian state.  Its negative impact is seen not only 
through the eyes of the innocent street youths and 
defenseless women, but also in the economic and 
political configuration of the state.    
Furthermore, because a lot of these children living 
on the street were displaced they were not able to 
go to school.  Furthermore, many of the children 
involved in these conflicts sustain severe injuries 
that eventually handicap them.  Therefore it 
confines the economic activities the handicapped 
can hold on, therefore making them inexpensively 
dependent, and destitute. Arguably, the unfortunate 
resort to a culture of violence by the youth is a 
direct result of the example of sadism and cynics 
that have characterized the comportment of state 
(Joseph 2003). 
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Lack of Power Energy  
Electricity is one of the essential rudiments to the 
growth of every nation. Its importance is 
synchronized with a healthy growth of all sectors 
(Kaseke & Hosking, 2013). Nigeria is the highest 
populated nation in Africa except only around 40% 
of the populace are linked to the power network. 
Over 60% of the people are experiencing power 
difficulties (Aliyu, Ramli & Saleh, 2013). The 
blackouts crippled the development and growth of 
all the sectors in the country. For instance, outages 
of power have implications for the mining business, 
where some of the street children work. When the 
power fails, the workers might be stranded in the 
mines. In addition, lack of power causes food 
shortage and eventually high increase of prices. 
Most food procession are done with electricity, so 
when the power is cut out then the procession 
would have to be done with a generator machines, 
which are more expensive to maintain (Kaseke & 
Hosking, 2013). Nigeria’s energy generation is 
questionably in a catastrophe, due to lack of 
meaningful government policies and corruption.  
There are roughly 190 million human populations 
in Nigeria. Out of these people approximately 70% 
of them are surviving beneath the poverty line, 
which is equivalent of one US dollar per day 
(Ejiogu, 2013). This makes the populace at higher 
risk of having generously proportioned 
environmental hazards in their communities 
(Middleton, 2013). In Nigeria the deficit of 
electrical energy leads to the overuse of the 
generators for energy. It was estimated that about 
30% of the energy is produced in this manner (US 
Energy Administration, 2013). Nigeria has a status 
of championing one of the leading corrupt 
governments around the globe (Ejiogu, 2012).  
Energy production in Nigeria: 
Percent of 
resource used 
for electricity 
production 
Coal (0.4%) Oil (24.8%) Natural Gas 
(39.8%) 
Hydro (35.6%) 
Benefits Nigeria has a large 
natural supply of 
this fossil fuel 
making it relativity 
easy to access and 
it would be the 
cheapest resource 
to develop into 
energy plants. 
Nigeria has a large 
supply of oil, seventh 
largest in the world 
and this makes it 
readily available for 
use as a source for 
electricity  
Natural gas is 
currently being mined 
by unconventional 
means which seems to 
have greenhouse gas 
emissions then former 
means of production. 
It has less greenhouse 
gas emissions then 
coal as well 
Hydro is more 
environmentally 
friendly because it uses 
a renewable resource 
that is associated with 
less greenhouse 
emissions after initial 
development  
Environmental 
Impacts 
Black carbon 
emissions are 
shown to have 
detrimental effects 
on the environment 
because of their 
light absorbing 
qualities. The 
theory is that when 
black carbon lands 
on snow and ice, 
the reflective 
properties of ice are 
decreased and more 
melting occurs. 
Environmental 
impacts of oil 
production can be 
measured by the 
energy needed to 
produce and refine the 
oil, pipeline sabotage 
and spills from local 
residents resulting in 
water, air and land 
pollution. This does 
not even account for 
the emissions created 
from burning the oil 
afterward 
Conventional and 
unconventional 
mining of natural 
gas potentially leaks 
large amounts of 
methane into the 
atmosphere which 
is a strong 
greenhouse gas 
emitter. 
Carbon dioxide an 
methane are emitted 
from the area holding 
the water because of 
the vegetation decay in 
the area, especially in 
the first ten years. So 
for the amount of 
electricity generated, 
sometimes the amount 
of carbon emitted is 
the same  
Barriers Recent policy 
discourages carbon 
emissions in 
Nigeria and there is 
a movement 
towards cleaner 
energy  
The barriers are all in 
relation to the lack of 
control that Nigeria 
has over the area 
where the oil is 
produced, causing a 
lack of access. 
No barriers to 
natural gas as it is 
easy cheap to 
produce and Nigeria 
has a large supply 
of it. 
Hydro power disrupts the 
water levels of the river 
and would cause tension 
with the neighbours of 
Nigeria. Post building 
some of the dams flood 
the surrounding 
communities. 
Source:  Aliyu, Ramli & Saleh, (2013). 
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Absence of Portable Drinking Water  
The liability of water delivery in Nigeria is shared between the three levels of government, which are; local state 
and federal. The federal authority is in control of water resources supervision; the state governments cover the 
primary accountability for metropolitan water supply; and the local governments jointly with the people of the 
communities are in charge of rural water provision. With this clear demarcation, there is usually the scarcity of 
such resources for the consumption of the masses. The street children who happen to be at the receiving end, in 
all circumstances are forced to drink any available water at their disposal, good or bad.   
In 2015, 67% of the Nigerian population had contact with "at least basic water delivery Washwatch (2015) and 
World Health Organization/United Nation Children Fund (UNICEF) and Joint Monitoring Program (JMP). This 
was 82% of the urban population and 54% of the rural population. In 2015, around 60 million people lacked 
access to "at least basic" water. As for sanitation, only 33% of the total population had access to "at least basic" 
sanitation. This was 39% of the urban population and 27% of the rural population. Approximately 122 million 
people still lacked access to "at least basic" sanitation (JMP 2016). 
In municipal areas, access to standpipes largely substitute piped water access. Adequate hygiene is 
characteristically in the type of infected tanks, as there is no essential sewerage system, except for the Federal 
Capital Territory Abuja. 
The statistics on access to water and sanitation are conflicting, due to divergent definitions, indicators and 
methodologies applied by different agencies. There is hardly any sector monitoring.  
   Source:  JMP (2016).  
Air Pollutions 
Pollution is nowadays a universal term, it is used 
on daily basis by the local and international 
authorities and it also serves as economic and 
political tool in the local and international politics. 
Air pollution refers to the contamination of the air, 
through undesirable emissions that affects nature. 
A biological, chemical or physical adjustment to 
the air in the environment can be considered as 
pollution. It happens when any dangerous dust, 
gases or smoke dilute into the atmosphere and 
makes it hard for the animals and plants to survive, 
as the available air becomes filthy (Kampa & 
Kastanas, 2008). 
Air pollution can further be categorized into two 
units; Visible and invisible air pollution. Another 
way of looking at Air pollution could be any 
substance that holds the potential to hinder the 
atmosphere or the well being of the living beings 
surviving in it. The sustainment of all things living 
is due to a combination of gases that collectively 
form the atmosphere; the imbalance caused by the 
increase or decrease of the percentage of these 
gases can be harmful for survival and it greatly 
affects the health of the street children who sleeps 
in the open air, without shelter or a good blanket to 
cover themselves from the harsh weather.     
Harmful chemicals break out to the atmosphere by 
a number of anthropogenic and natural activities 
and may likely bring an adverse impact on human 
medical status and may generally affects the 
environment. Increased burning of fossil fuels in 
the last century is responsible for the rapid 
transformation in the atmospheric masterpiece. Air 
pollutants, like carbon monoxide (CO), nitrogen 
Access to at least basic 
water source 
67%  
Access to at least basic 
sanitation 
33%  
Share of household 
metering 
24%  
Financing of 
investments 
Mainly by external donors 
Institutions 
Responsibility for 
policy setting 
Federal Ministry of Water Resources and State Ministries of 
Water Resources and 36 State Water Agencies (water 
supply), unclear (sanitation) 
 
Number of urban 
service providers 
36 State Water Agencies 
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oxides (NOx), sulfur dioxide (SO2), ozone (O3), 
volatile organic compounds (VOCs), heavy metals, 
and particulate matter (PM2.5 and PM10), vary in 
their compound composition, emission, time of 
disintegration, reaction properties, and capacity to 
disperse in long or short distances. Air pollution 
has both acute and chronic effects on human health, 
affecting a number of different systems and organs. 
It ranges from minor upper respiratory irritation to 
chronic respiratory and heart disease, lung cancer, 
acute respiratory infections in children and chronic 
bronchitis in adults, aggravating pre-existing heart 
and lung disease, or asthmatic attacks. In addition, 
short- and long-term exposures have also been 
linked with premature mortality and reduced life 
expectancy. These effects of air pollutants on 
human health and their mechanism of action are 
briefly discussed (Kampa and Kastanas 2008). 
Absence of Medical Treatments 
There are no medical facilities for the street 
children. The pupils in poor health refer to the 
traditional herbs for medication. Zakir et al (2014) 
posits that these street children cannot afford the 
medical demand for payment; they tolerate multiple 
illness and injuries to its natural healings, without 
going to the hospitals. The filthy and contaminated 
environment the street children are living in, also 
contributes to their safety problems. They can 
spend days without taking shower, they can use a 
single wear for half a month without washing it, 
and that is the reason for the usual bad smells 
coming out from them. 
The Way Forward/Policy Implications 
Providing the local communities with useful 
projects will divert idle children from joining 
itinerant religious gangs. Providing quality 
education for them could take a lot of them off the 
streets and bring to an end the street begging. In the 
school, children must be trained to value human 
rights and admire individual freedoms whilst 
surrounded by the contexts of the state regulations. 
Individuals should appreciate the rights they have 
and the one they do not have without violating 
another person’s rights. Not only can education be 
used to teach the youths, but also the media is a 
wonderful outlet of propaganda. 
Governments at levels and other relevant local and 
international agencies need to execute some 
emergency poverty alleviation programs to reduce 
the prevalence of poverty among the teeming 
populace. Some families cannot afford to take full 
responsibilities of their children like feeding, 
school fees, accommodation and medical bill, that 
is why they run to the street to fend for themselves.   
The owners of the printed media (newspapers, 
magazines, bulletings), the social media (Facebook, 
twitter, instagram, Whatsapp, LinkedIn, Imo and 
others), Radio and Television stations should be the 
medium to entice the society to develop a habit of 
comforting the children at risk, so as to create 
forums saddled with the responsibility of helping 
them all the times.   
For Nigeria to shift in an industrious pathway in 
this 21
st
 century, a variety of organizations must be 
involved to uncover a permanent way out to the 
growing problem of the street children. 
Government should raise the standard of living of 
the street children, by training them some skills and 
employing them in the government institutions.  
The answer to making a supplementary reliable 
energy sector for the consumption of the ever 
increasing Nigerian population is to discover and 
use the renewable energy resources, rather than 
merely relying on the present country’s non-
renewable power resources.  
Conclusion  
The street children live through hardships due to 
the sterile nature of their living conditions in their 
communities. It is easy to notice the misery of their 
lifestyle through their body language and their 
social alienation. People treat them like the second 
class citizens. The relationship that exists between 
them and the host community is the servant-master 
relationship. They sleeps on the streets, making 
them prone to all the natural environmental effects, 
such as the air pollution, and man-made public 
disturbances like noises and sewage disposal. They 
must beg to eat, or render some domestic jobs, like 
going for an errand, washing plates, and sweeping 
the house. The street children have the constant 
feelings of inferiority complex, which establish in 
them the permanent weakness in their hearts and 
render them impotent. They also have the feelings 
of being the lowest ranking people in the society 
and the most rejected ones.  
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